Creek Dreams

EXPANDING THE VISION
Community Ideas for a Citywide Creek Master Plan in Santa Rosa • October 2004
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More than seventy miles
of creeks in Santa Rosa
Development of a Citywide Creek Master Plan is underway
and the first step is to gather ideas from the community.

T

he Citywide Creek Master Plan will guide
the protection and enhancement of more
than 70 miles of waterways that flow
through the City of Santa Rosa. During the
summer of 2003, members of the community
provided ideas for the Plan at public workshops
held throughout the City. Participants shared
their knowledge about the history and ecology of
local creeks and offered ideas on how to improve
creeks in their neighborhoods.
This document records the comments received
during the public participation process. The
ideas presented here are from people who live
and work in Santa Rosa, in their own words.
Nothing has been changed or left out. In fact,
many of the comments represent opposing
points of view. Later, the ideas will be considered
carefully and decisions will be made about the
possibility of implementation based on existing

conditions at each site. It is this collection
of information, ideas, and concerns expressed
during the workshops that will form the
foundation of the future Plan.
The Citywide Creek Master Plan effort builds
on previous work by citizens, local business,
community leaders, elected representatives,
agency staff, and countless volunteers devoted
to our creeks. Initiated as a grassroots effort,
this past work led to the adoption of the Santa
Rosa Creek Master Plan in 1993, and a shift in
local government policy towards the protection
and enhancement of creeks. Today, these
creek dreams are becoming a reality as creek
restoration projects are implemented along
Santa Rosa Creek.
Our creeks are habitat
for native wildlife including otters,
turtles, insects, and steelhead trout.
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Many ideas for the
Santa Rosa Creek
Master Plan were
first published in
“Creek Dreams
Revealed” (1992)

Fellow Santa Rosans,

W

e have the tremendous fortune of living along a
network of creeks and waterways, rich with
plant and animal life and cultural history. No matter
where you live in Santa Rosa, creek waters flow nearby.
Keeping these riparian corridors healthy and clean is
important for all of us. Our creeks are habitat for
native plants and wildlife including otters, turtles,
birds, and steelhead trout. Our creeks also carry
rainwater from winter storms to the Russian River and
out to the Pacific Ocean. Santa Rosa is fortunate in that
very few of our creeks were placed underground.
Instead, our creeks serve as welcome greenways and
open spaces within a growing urban area. Pathways
along creeks provide opportunities for walks, bike
rides, and educational outings. Healthy and natural
creek areas enhance the economic value of
neighborhoods and provide a peaceful place for urban
dwellers to relax and unwind. People have been drawn
to creeks for centuries and our local waterways have
sustained generations of many different cultures.
Creek Dreams: Expanding the Vision is about our
community’s desire to protect and enhance this
valuable resource for all to enjoy. The City of Santa
Rosa takes great pride in our creeks and we are intent
on keeping them healthy and vital. With your help,
working together, we can make these Creek Dreams
a reality.
Sincerely,

Sharon Wright, Mayor
City of Santa Rosa
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S A N T A R O S A’ S C R E E K S A N D T H E I R B E N E F I T S

Habitat
Creeks are habitat. Birds, fish,
mammals, reptiles, and amphibians
are some of the wildlife that depend
on riparian corridors for survival.

Recreation
An integrated creekside trail
system allows for recreation
including walks, bike rides,
birdwatching, and simple
enjoyment of the outdoors.

Kingfisher – Isidor Jeklin
Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology
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Educational Opportunities
Allowing public access in
some creek areas can
provide unique educational
opportunities for students
of all ages.

A

Open Space
People enjoy the peace
and natural beauty of
open space along creeks.

Water Quality
Good water quality
(clean and cool) supports
steelhead trout and chinook
salmon, both federally listed
as threatened species.

Flood Protection
Santa Rosa’s creeks also
transport storm water runoff
to the Laguna de Santa Rosa,
providing flood protection for
residents and their property.

Aesthetic Values
Springtime wildflower blooms,
shade from an alder tree, and the
whisper of flowing water are
some of the aesthetic values of
healthy creeks.
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Community
Healthy creeks are essential to the
ecological and social fabric of our
community. Creeks that are cared for
are recognized sources of pride and
inspiration.Get involved – help create
a vision for creeks in Santa Rosa!

Process of Participation
○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Gathering Ideas from the Community

Components Include
• The formation of a Creek Master
Plan Committee.
• Identification of creek planning goals.
• Outreach to the community.
• Interpretive walks along a creek
restoration reach.
• A series of public workshops held
around the city.

S

ince the creeks belong to all of us who live
and work in Santa Rosa, the Citywide Creek
Master Plan must reflect the community’s needs
and vision.
To learn about the community’s ideas for local
creeks, the City of Santa Rosa partnered with the
National Park Service Rivers and Trails Program,
the Sonoma County Water Agency, and the
Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and
Open Space District to develop a public
involvement strategy.
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• A public meeting to present
the resulting comments.
Information, ideas, and concerns gathered from
the public during this phase of the project will
help shape the Citywide Creek Master Plan.

Starting the Citywide Creek Master Plan
○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Citywide Creek
Master Plan Committee

A

Citywide Creek Master Plan Committee
was formed to assist the project team.
The committee consisted of members of the
public; the Santa Rosa City Council; the Santa
Rosa Waterways Advisory Committee; the
Committee for Restoring Santa Rosa Creek;
and staff from the City of Santa Rosa, the
Sonoma County Water Agency, and the
Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation
and Open Space District.
The Citywide Creek Master Plan Committee
met in January of 2003 to brainstorm issues
important for creek planning in Santa Rosa.
Attendees recognized the need to collect
information about existing and historic
creek conditions from the public and the
need to share information about the benefits
of healthy creeks and flood control
considerations with the public.

“We need to maintain a
healthy creek environment
with natural channels and
riparian habitat for wildlife.”
PUBLIC COMMENT FOR CITYWIDE CREEK MASTER PLAN

Chinook salmon after spawning in Santa Rosa Creek • Great blue heron pauses along a creek bank
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Citywide Creek
Master Plan Goals

T

he project team reviewed existing
planning documents including the
Santa Rosa Creek Master Plan (1993),
the Santa Rosa Waterways Plan (1996),
and the 2020 Santa Rosa General Plan.
A set of Citywide Creek Master Plan
goals were developed and compared
to the creek planning issues identified
by the Citywide Creek Master Plan
Committee. The following goals provide
a framework for organizing information,
ideas, and public concerns about the
Citywide Creek Master Plan. See list
to the right.

• Preserve, enhance, and restore
waterways and riparian corridors
as habitat for fish, birds, mammals,
and other wildlife.
• Protect the ability of waterways
to carry storm water runoff and
surface drainage.
• Enhance economic value of areas
adjacent to creeks.
• Enhance the urban environment
with natural and open space features.
• Provide trail corridors and other
recreational opportunities along
some waterways.
• Provide educational opportunities.
• Maintain and enhance aesthetic
qualities.
• Protect and enhance water quality.
• Respect private property rights.
• Provide for public health and safety.
• Protect cultural and archaeological
resources.

The Pomo Indians settled along the banks
of Santa Rosa Creek. Their woven baskets
are a beautiful blend of design and function.
(Pomo Indian basket photograph courtesy of the
Jesse Peter Museum, Santa Rosa Junior college.)
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Increasing Local Creek Awareness
Community Outreach

Maple

Willow

T

o generate excitement
about creeks and encourage
participation in the Citywide
Creek Master Plan public
workshops, nearly 5,000 copies of
an informational pamphlet were
distributed throughout Santa Rosa.
The pamphlet included a watershed
map; described the benefits of
healthy creeks; and listed dates,
times, and locations of watershed
workshops. Stacks of pamphlets were sent
directly to neighborhood leaders, non-profit
and environmental groups, schools, businesses,
public agencies, and interested citizens. The
project team also presented information about
Santa Rosa’s creeks at scheduled local events
and meetings. Accompanying press coverage
included articles in the daily local newspaper,
on-air interviews on local radio stations, and
calendar listings in both daily and weekly
local newspapers.

Ash

Many trees grow along creek
banks in Santa Rosa.Trees,
shrubs, and other plants provide
food and shelter for wildlife.

Live Oak

White Alder

Buckeye
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Creek Explorer Tours

I
Question and Answer Creek Walk
“We need to work with
local elementary and
high schools to monitor,
restore, and educate
children about creeks.”
PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR CITYWIDE CREEK MASTER PLAN

n an effort to increase awareness about
local creeks and creek ecology, Creek
Explorer Tours were organized as part of
the City of Santa Rosa’s very popular Rosie
Trolley Tour Program. Participants climbed
aboard the trolley at the Downtown Market
to visit a restored reach of Brush Creek near
Santa Rosa Creek. With hardly a seat to
spare, City staff presented an overview of
the Citywide Creek Master Plan effort, a
guided “question and answer” walk
discussing different habitat features along
the creek, and information about how to get
involved in helping take care of local creeks.

“We need to remove
non-native invasive
species from riparian
areas and restore
with native plants,
especially trees to
shade the water.”
Healthy creeks are essential
to the ecological web of life.
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Meetings
Neighborhood Creek
Planning Workshops

The Citywide Creek Master Plan
effort has received overwhelming

T

o gather citizens’ ideas for the Citywide
Creek Master Plan, five creek planning
workshops were held on weekday evenings at
local schools and community centers. Each
workshop focused on and was held in a specific
watershed area: Roseland and Colgan Creeks,
Brush Creek, Piner Creek, Paulin Creek, and
Matanzas Creek. Santa Rosa Creek was not
included since a Master Plan already exists
for that creek.
Opening remarks set the tone for the evening.
This was followed by a presentation of the
Citywide Creek Master Plan process, planning
goals, and information about the particular
watershed. Participants then divided into
smaller groups with a facilitator to study maps
of the watershed and discuss their vision for
the future of neighborhood creeks. Information,
ideas, and concerns were recorded directly on
the watershed map and on comment sheets.

support from citizens, the business
community, and elected officials.

Presentation of Results
Over 250 people participated in the creek walks
and workshops. Comments from many others
added to a flood of ideas for protecting and
enhancing creeks in Santa Rosa. In October 2003,
a citywide meeting was held to celebrate the
success of the summer’s public involvement
efforts and to share highlights of the nearly 700
comments received over three months.

Nearly 700 comments received in three months.
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Ideas for Each Watershed
The following pages highlight ideas and concerns for specific
watershed areas. Comments are sorted by creek planning goal.

Recurring Themes

T

wo types of information were gathered from participants
during the workshops: information about the historic and
existing condition of local creeks, and ideas and concerns for
the future of these same creeks. Some comments were heard
during nearly every workshop. These include:

“What we know
about our creeks”

“What we want to see
for our creeks”

Workshop participants provided much
of the detailed information needed to
assess the history and current status of
local creeks.

An overall vision for the future of
Santa Rosa’s creeks began to take shape
as certain ideas were mentioned again
and again, in all watersheds.

• An abundance of wildlife lives within our
creek corridors, including egrets, ducks,
turtles, otters, and steelhead trout.

• Preserve and restore instream and
creekside forest habitat for fish
and wildlife.

• Pathways are used for walking and biking,
but these are disconnected in places.

• Connect pathways and provide
creek crossings.

• Restoration projects have improved
local creek reaches.

• Keep creeks clean and healthy.

• Flooding is a concern in some areas.
• Trash and debris are problems in
some areas.
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• Maintain channel capacity for
flood protection.

Roseland and Colgan Creek Ideas
Protect the ability of waterways to
carry storm water runoff and
surface drainage.

Roseland Creek flows more than six miles across
the Santa Rosa Plain, from its headwaters near
the Highway 101 and Highway 12 interchange to
its confluence with the Laguna de Santa Rosa
southeast of Sebastopol. The creek runs through
private property until Burbank Avenue where an
engineered channel maintained by the Sonoma
County Water Agency begins.
Colgan Creek flows westward from its headwaters
in the oak woodlands on Taylor Mountain to
Hearn Avenue and then southwest past the Laguna
Treatment Plant before joining with the Laguna de
Santa Rosa. Just under half of the nearly 5,000
acre drainage area lies within Santa Rosa’s urban
boundary and includes residential, commercial,
and undeveloped lands. Colgan Creek is
channelized within the urban area. A restoration
concept plan has been adopted by the Santa Rosa
City Council for the section between Victoria Drive
and Bellevue Avenue.

• One location on Roseland Creek was observed
topping its bank in 1993.

Enhance the economic value of areas
adjacent to creeks.
• Provide more affordable housing along creeks
as homeowners are sometimes more vested in
creek care than renters are.

Enhance the urban environment with
natural and open space features.
C O M M E NT S
Preserve, enhance, and restore
waterways and riparian corridors as
habitat for fish, birds, mammals, and
other wildlife.
• Some reaches of Roseland Creek are wild and
should be left as they are.
• Several creek reaches are in need of habitat
restoration and reforestation.
• Historically Roseland Creek may have
flowed year round. Help bring it back to a
natural state.
• Protect sensitive species and vernal pools at
the western end of Hearn Avenue and near
Southwest Community Park.
• Wider setbacks are needed along creeks.
• Development around Roseland Creek should
be curtailed.
• Fish have been seen in several reaches and
should be protected.

Creeks in southwest
Santa Rosa serve as migration
corridors for many wildlife species.
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• Several parcels are available for much needed
mini-parks and open space.
• Proposed restoration concept plan area
(McMinn Avenue to Stony Point Road)
on Roseland Creek should be expanded
to include more open space.
• Within proposed restoration concept plan
area, Roseland Creek should be a linear park
with trails.
• Promote balanced growth by including more
open space.
• Protect open space and choose another
location for proposed grocery store at
Hearn Avenue.

Provide trail corridors and other
recreational opportunities along
some waterways.
• Construct trails or paths on Roseland Creek
from Ludwig Avenue to Stony Point Road,
downstream of Burbank Avenue, and
downstream of Dutton Avenue.
• Extend Joe Rodota Trail to connect to
proposed creek restoration concept plan
area on Roseland Creek.
• Build an east-west trail from Wright Road to
Roseland Creek to Colgan Creek.
• Build a bike path from Colgan Creek through
Southwest Park to Roseland Creek and
eventually connecting with Sebastopol Road.
• Creek crossing needed on Roseland Creek at
Maitland and Fresno Avenues.
• Keep paved path on west side of Colgan
Creek, away from the Canine Companions
complex, and connect it to Hearn Avenue west
of Victoria Drive.
• Inadequate road infrastructure causes
excessive traffic and necessitates
more trails.
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“Schools should use the creek in
every subject: science, math,
English, writing, art, history,
spiritual meaning, etc.”
PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR CITYWIDE CREEK MASTER PLAN

Provide educational opportunities.

Protect and enhance water quality.

Respect private property rights.

• Provide an educational area directly
upstream of Yuba Drive.
• Bilingual creek education programs are
needed for southwest area.

• Stop property owners from using creek to
dump yard waste.
• Water turns black in summer downstream of
Dutton Avenue.
• Stream recharged groundwater is an
important source of groundwater in the area
and is not currently regulated.
• Test for volatile organics and synthetic
organics not related to the Roseland plume.
• Contaminated groundwater should be
thoroughly investigated and reported
throughout the area.

• Do not put a paved trail on Roseland
Creek downstream to Stony Point Road.

Maintain and enhance aesthetic
qualities.
• Clean out homeless encampments
downstream of Burbank Avenue.
• Trash clean-ups needed throughout.
• Help residents clean up and maintain
headwaters area of Roseland Creek.
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Provide for public health and safety.
• Signal with crosswalk needed at Hearn
Avenue and Stony Point Road.

Protect cultural and archaeological
resources.
• Protect Miwok Indian burial ground near
Odell Lane
• Residents who know a lot about creek
history should be contacted.
• Protect remnants of Luther Burbank’s
orchards.

Brush Creek Ideas
Brush Creek and its tributaries begin in the
unincorporated hillsides surrounding Rincon
Valley in northeast Santa Rosa. A little over half
of the watershed’s 6,646 acres lies within the
urban boundary. About two-thirds of the land use
within the urban boundary is residential and
commercial properties while the remaining third
consists of open land.
The major tributaries are Rincon, Ducker, and
Austin Creeks. Although many parts of Brush
Creek have been modified over time, it is still
home to migrating steelhead trout, the western
pond turtle, sprawling oak trees, and a myriad
of other riparian flora and fauna. Trails follow
both sides of the creek from its confluence with
Santa Rosa Creek at Flat Rocks upstream to
Montecito Boulevard.

Western pond turtle – Gerald &
Buff Corsi © California Academy
of Sciences

C O M M E NT S
Preserve, enhance, and restore
waterways and riparian corridors as
habitat for fish, birds, mammals, and
other wildlife.
• Protect natural creeks and restore degraded
creeks by increasing creek setbacks and moving
homes within the floodplain.
• Enhance creeks by having clean ups, addressing
erosion problems, and increasing the
complexity of stream morphology for fisheries.
• Preserve and protect headwaters for wildlife
while removing invasive species and
monitoring vegetation.
• Preserve creek flow for wildlife and restore
ponds within Rincon Valley Park to a
natural state.
• Restore channelized sections of Brush Creek
and upper watershed habitat to restore
function and value of fisheries by adding habitat
structures where they will be of benefit.
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• Remove barriers to fish migration and
“daylight” creeks on a cost benefit basis,
giving priority to projects that open new
spawning habitat.
• Create a volunteer riparian nursery to
propagate native plants for restoration and
tree planting projects along creeks.
• Numerous wildlife species are present
along Ducker Creek.
• There has been a loss of native wildlife and
increase in rat population.
• Reduce Sonoma County Water Agency
vegetation maintenance, ban the sale of
exotic vegetation, remove exotic vegetation,
plant native species, and organize
neighborhood tree planting to enhance
riparian habitat for nesting birds.
• The primary function of creeks should be
habitat and not drainage. This goal
(habitat) should get the highest priority
over all the other goals.
• Let vernal pools function as vernal pools
and restore historic pools.
• Restrict public access on some Sonoma
County Water Agency property where
neighborhoods are located close to creeks;
do not construct trails through private
property.

Protect the ability of waterways to
carry storm water runoff and
surface drainage.
• Flooding concerns at numerous street crossings
due to excessive vegetation in creeks.
• Need to manage runoff from future development
to reduce flooding.
• Water table is too high. Increased vegetation
maintenance will improve drainage.

Enhance economic value of areas
adjacent to creeks.

• Pave trails on both sides of Brush Creek to
separate pedestrians and bicycle users.
• Extend the trail along Brush Creek upstream
of Montecito Boulevard.
• Trail and bikeway connections needed from
upper Brush Creek to Spring Lake and Annadel
State Park.
• Restrict public access on some Sonoma County
Water Agency property where neighborhoods
are located close to creeks; do not construct
trails through private property.

• Encourage new residential developments
with creek treatments similar to Tanglewood
Park area.

• Install more trash cans, create a litter patrol,
and clean up trash and debris from problem
creek areas.

• Develop open space areas near creeks,
reservoirs, and at the Upper Brush Creek
Park site.
• Preserve creek open spaces with new
development by requiring development to
front on creeks.
• Enhance open space network and connect
these areas with creek trails.

• Increase public access by opening
closed reaches of Sonoma County Water
Agency property.
• Construct footbridges to connect
neighborhoods and trails along creeks.
• Create creek observation platforms adjacent
to creeks.
• Protect natural reaches of creek and do not
extend trails into these areas.
• Keep asphalt and unpaved trails along
Brush Creek.

• Work with local elementary and high schools
to monitor and restore creeks, and to educate
children about creeks.
• Create a volunteer riparian nursery to
propagate native plants for restoration and
educate interested people about native species.
• Create a demonstration and interpretive center
for creek restoration using bioengineering
techniques.
• Use grant money to fund a public creek
education program.

Maintain and enhance aesthetic
qualities.

Enhance the urban environment with
natural and open space features.

Provide trail corridors and other
recreational opportunities along
some waterways.

Provide educational opportunities.

Protect and enhance water quality.

• Use permeable paving for trails and do not
construct trails within bankfull elevations.
• Increase dog access and amenities by placing
more trash cans and dog waste bags; and have
off leash areas along creekways.
• Can conservation easements be purchased to
route future trails through private property?
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• Impose strict enforcement of dumping and
creek pollution and increase fines for violators.
• Monitor water quality during the summer low
flow season to see if there are effects from
washing cars, irrigation runoff, and fertilizers.
• Address illegal water withdrawals from creeks
to maintain flows and water quality.
• Stop treating ponds at Rincon Valley Park.
• The City needs to use maintenance strategies
that are safer for wildlife and less toxic
than herbicides.
• Promote groundwater infiltration throughout
the City and upper watersheds.
• Require drought tolerant landscaping in new
development and ban new lawn areas.
• Promote drought tolerant landscaping in
existing developed areas by using water rates as
an incentive.
• More free dog waste bags are needed at
trail entrances.

Creekside trail

Respect private property rights.
• Restrict public access on Sonoma County
Water Agency property where homes are
close to creeks.
• Do not construct trails through private
property.

Provide for public health and safety.
• Continue to prevent and clean up homeless
encampments.
• Install trashcans and restrooms along creeks.
• Do not install public restrooms along creeks
because they will attract homeless people.
• Need safe pedestrian crossing of Mission
Boulevard.
• Concerned about mosquitoes.
• More trail use and lower backyard fences
would make trails safer.
• Concerned about trail users and homeowner
safety.
• Concerned about public safety now and will
be more concerned if more trails are opened
and high school student trail use increases.

17

Piner Creek Ideas
Provide trails and other recreational
opportunities along some waterways.

Piner Creek (along with tributaries Coffey, Paulin,
and Steele Creeks) and Peterson Creek drain the
northwest portion of Santa Rosa. Most reaches of
the creeks have been engineered for flood control
and are accessible by public trails. The area is
largely residential with commercial property along
upper Piner Creek. Mature trees shade much of
the creek, which is home to quail and waterfowl.

C O M M E NT S
California quail

Mallard drake

Preserve, enhance, and restore
waterways and riparian corridors as
habitat for fish, birds, mammals and
other wildlife.
• Enhance Sonoma County Water Agency-owned
creeks by removing one access road and
creating meanders and habitat improvements.
• Keep creeks natural as habitat for wildlife and
monitor local creeks.
• Bring back steelhead to Peterson Creek by
enhancing habitat and removing barriers
to migration.
• Remove invasive vegetation; plant native
species along creeks.
• Development has decreased wildlife habitat
and a recent die-off of amphibians has
been observed.
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• Increase pedestrian and bike access along
creeks and make existing paths and trails
more inviting by installing bollards and
welcome signs at trail access locations.
• Work with commercial property owners
along Piner Creek to increase access to
the creek and trails.
• Construct footbridges where needed,
especially along Piner Creek downstream
of the confluence with Paulin Creek.
• Create connections with streets and other
trails to develop trail loops and increase
recreational opportunities.
• Work with commercial property owners
along Piner Creek to increase access to
the creek and trails.
• Construct footbridges where needed,
especially along Piner Creek downstream
of the confluence with Paulin Creek.

Protect the ability of waterways to
carry storm water runoff and
surface drainage.
• Increase infiltration of storm water to
reduce runoff.

Enhance the urban environment with
natural and open space features.
• Create preserves along Piner Creek near
Teasdale Lane and between Piner Road and
Hopper Avenue.

Provide educational opportunities.
• Develop creek information booths to provide
information to the public about local creeks.
• Lead walks along creeks and develop
interpretive areas along creeks and vernal
pool habitats to educate the public about the
flora and fauna inhabiting these areas.
• Increase public awareness of creeks to
get more people out enjoying creeks and
increase support for funding creek
related projects.

Maintain and enhance aesthetic qualities.
• Trim large trees in the riparian area.

Protect and enhance water quality.
• Increase infiltration to reduce discharges of
storm water and enhance water quality.

Respect private property rights.

“ Increase pedestrian and bike access

• Creeks should be owned by the public.

Provide for public health and safety.

along creeks and make existing paths

• Develop consistent signs and rules
along creeks.
• Provide fire rings within parks to reduce the
risk of grassfires.

and trails more inviting by installing
welcome signs at trail access locations.”
PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR CITYWIDE CREEK MASTER PLAN
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Paulin Creek Ideas
Paulin Creek (with its tributary Poppy Creek)
forms the main tributary to Piner Creek.
Starting in the fir covered hillsides of Hidden
Valley, the creek drops 680 feet in elevation to
Mendocino Avenue in the first half of its journey
and, after disappearing under Highway 101, loses
only an additional 60 feet in elevation before
entering Piner Creek west of Marlow Road. The
creek is accessible in many areas by creekside
trails and City parks. In 2001, the Sonoma County
Agricultural Preservation and Open Space
District created a 43 acre open space preserve
along Paulin Creek near Chanate Road.

C O M M E NT S
Preserve, enhance, and restore
waterways and riparian corridors as
habitat for fish, birds, mammals, and
other wildlife.

River otter – Gerald and Buff Corsi
© California Academy of Sciences

• Maintain a healthy functioning creek
environment with natural channels and riparian
habitat for wildlife.
• Restore concrete channels, meanders to creeks,
and “daylight” creek reaches that are now
routed underground.
• Remove non-native invasive species from
riparian areas and restore with native plants,
especially trees to shade the water.
• Remove barriers to fish passage such as the
dam at Piner Reservoir and culverts at Highway
101, Mendocino Avenue, and Chanate Road.
• Increase creek setback areas.
• Obtain grants for restoration of riparian
corridors.
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• Do not channelize creeks or use concrete
around creeks.
• Post leash law ordinance along creeks since
off leash dogs disturb wildlife.
• River otters spotted in Northwest Community
Park in 2001.
• Some areas seem overgrown with non-native
plant species that could restrict the number
of water birds using the creek.
• Create a wetland at Piner Reservoir for
migrating waterfowl.
• Determine what areas along Poppy Creek
can be restored to a more natural condition,
including areas near Franklin Park and
between Montecito Avenue and Terrace Way.
• Madrone Audubon Christmas Bird Count
data is available for wetlands in cemetery;
wood ducks have been seen there.
• Remove the fence so wildlife can access
wetlands in cemetery.

Protect the ability of waterways to
carry storm water runoff and
surface drainage.
• Poppy Creek north of Silva Drive near
Beaver Street is thick with weeds and needs
thinning to reduce flooding.
• Streets flood near Gay Street and Danbeck
Avenue every year when leaves block a
storm drain inlet.

Enhance the urban environment with
natural and open space features.
• Nearly sixty comments received on the new
open space preserve along Paulin Creek
have been submitted to the Sonoma County
Agricultural Preservation and Open Space
District.

Provide trail corridors and other
recreational opportunities along
some waterways.
• Where appropriate, create more trails,
especially trails linking students to their
schools: Steele Lane to Cleveland Avenue,
upstream of Leete Avenue, and from the Paulin
Creek Open Space Preserve to Poppy Pond.
Walking trails may cut down on people
damaging wildlife habitat.
• Unsurfaced or permeable paths are preferred
by some, while others suggest that paved
paths provide better all-weather recreation.
• No trails or paved paths within twenty feet
of creek.
• Bike paths along creeks should have a
centerline and benches.
• Sharp corners and yellow barriers at trail
entrances are difficult for bikes, wheelchairs,
and baby strollers to negotiate.
• Install a footbridge over Paulin Creek
upstream of the confluence with Piner Creek.
• Build bike path along Paulin Creek from
confluence with Piner Creek to Mendocino
Avenue; a paved bike path is needed with
security lights at McBride Lane.
• Do not provide access between Marlow Road
and Steele Lane (concerns about safety of
school kids and litter).
• Need pedestrian and bike crossings, especially
for Highway 101 and along Administration
Drive.
• Make Poppy Creek an amenity to Franklin Park.
• The sediment basin near the cemetery has
lots of wildlife and would be a great place for
docent-led walks or as an extension of
cemetery tours.
• Connect Montecito Avenue and Norte Way
by trail to the Poppy Creek area in cemetery
and to the open space preserve along Paulin
Creek provide overpasses over busy streets.

“Creek trails can serve as an
alternative network of transportation
within the city, encouraging people
to use cars less and reducing the
amount of land and infrastructure
required by automobiles.”
PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR CITYWIDE CREEK MASTER PLAN

21

ART INSPIRED BY CREEK EXPLORATION

Provide educational opportunities.
• Creeks need more publicity, meetings, TV,
and radio ads to attract a wider diversity
of citizens.
• Target areas that have problems with dumping
and distribute (mail or door-to-door) bilingual
educational flyers.
• Publish the Recycling Guide, the recycling
section of the phone book, and fishing
regulations in Spanish.
• Steele Lane Elementary School can adopt
and restore Poppy Creek near the school so
that a natural riparian habitat provides an
educational benefit to students.

Maintain and enhance aesthetic qualities.
• Encouraging recreation along the creeks would
help people pay more attention to problems
before they get too big.
• Stop dumping in creeks by people and
businesses.
• Shopping carts from grocery stores are being
consistently dumped in creek and environs.
• Dumping of batteries, oil, and car parts occurs
at McBride Lane. Need more signage.
• Need trash and recycling cans at key areas.
• The lack of recycling at apartment buildings
might be contributing to litter.
• Volunteer clean-ups and participation in creek
improvement projects would benefit the
community as a whole.
• Need more police enforcement to stop graffiti.
• Protect and enhance water quality.
• Clean up Paulin Creek, especially near
Highway 101.
• Provide bilingual notices and brochures about
clean water and creeks.
• Add phone number to “No Dumping, Drains to
Creeks” decals on storm drain inlets for people
to call and report spills and dumping.
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• Clean up homeless encampments and garbage
located near McBride Lane.
• Do not use herbicides to control weeds around
creeks, especially near schools.
• Methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE) and
perchloroethylene (PCE) have contaminated
groundwater along Steele Lane and
Mendocino Avenue.
• If concrete lining is removed from creeks, be
careful of contaminated soil and groundwater
underneath.
• Control sediment sources from upstream areas.
• Encourage people to increase soil permeability
to recharge groundwater. Composting and
mulching help clay soils to absorb water.

Provide for public health and safety.
• Paved paths will encourage more legitimate use
of current trail areas. Additional “eyes and
ears” will reduce crime and vandalism.
• Install solar powered lights for security next
to paths.
• Relocate homeless people, especially those
near McBride Lane.
• A footbridge crossing Paulin Creek from the
County Center to Meyers Drive could increase
crime in the area because of foot traffic related
to the County Jail.
• Mosquitos are a problem along Poppy Creek

Protect cultural and archaeological
resources.
• Sonoma County museums should develop
displays on creek history.
• Rename Piner Reservoir.
• Research the history of Piner Reservoir.
A person who grew up in the area recalls it was
called a “sewer pond.” Was it used for sewage?

Matanzas Creek Ideas
Matanzas Creek flows from the northern slopes of
Sonoma Mountain and across the agricultural and
rural residential land of Bennett Valley before
entering the City near Galvin Community Park.
The largest tributary to Matanzas Creek is Spring
Creek, which begins in Annadel State Park.
Matanzas Reservoir and the Spring Creek Dam
and Diversion to Spring Lake are major flood
control structures. Within the City, the creeks flow
mainly through private property. Spring Creek
joins Matanzas Creek at the western tip of Doyle
Park. Downstream of “E” Street, Matanzas Creek is
routed underground to its confluence with Santa
Rosa Creek at Santa Rosa Avenue near City Hall.

Great blue heron

Protect the ability of waterways to
carry storm water runoff and
surface drainage.
• In some areas the creek only comes up to a
third of its capacity in big rainstorms.
• On one occasion, storm water came up near
the top of bank between Yulupa Avenue and
Bethards Drive.
• Spring Creek used to flow year round until it
was diverted to Spring Lake. Restore the year
round flow.

Enhance the economic value of areas
adjacent to creeks.
C O M M E NT S
Preserve, enhance, and restore
waterways and riparian corridors as
habitat for fish, birds, mammals, and
other wildlife.
• Plant and wildlife populations are diverse in
many areas and should be preserved.
• Several areas have good riparian canopies.
• Creek bed downcutting seems to have
stabilized below reservoir.
• Non-native plants are taking over many banks.
• Restore Lornadell Creek in Mesquite Park.
• Property owners’ attempts to prevent erosion
might be jeopardizing the overall stability of
the stream banks. Erosion problems should
be stabilized by restoration and revegetation.
• Address possible fish passage barriers,
especially lack of a fish ladder in Matanzas
Creek culvert.
• “Daylight” Matanzas and Santa Rosa Creeks
under City Hall area.
• Remove concrete areas and restore creek
habitat to natural state.
• Some areas are neglected and need attention.
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• Encourage property owners on the creek to
incorporate the area in their landscaping
instead of fencing it off and ignoring it.

Enhance the urban environment with
natural and open space features.
• Creekside Park on Matanzas Creek would be a
great place for education, restoration, resting,
and admiring creek.
• Empty lots are great places to create parks
and connections to creeks.

Provide trail corridors and other
recreational opportunities along
some waterways.
• Improve access by building footbridges
and paths to connect schools, parks,
and neighborhoods.
• Construct more footpaths along creeks
to allow people to observe different plants,
leaf shapes, flowers, fish, critters, and bugs.
• Improve trails and access downstream of
Creekside Park.
• Construct trails at Bennett Valley Golf
Course and downstream of Farmers Lane.
• Install more footbridges with viewing
platforms (gazebos at midspan) so
secluded banks are preserved.
• Create a greenway with trails along old
Highway 12 right-of-way.
• Construct more paved paths for bicycles
and wide enough for two people to walk
side by side.
• Any trail, whether paved or dirt, should
consider continuity and have appropriate
crossings of streets, etc.
• High flows during storms would make trails
unfeasible in some areas.
• Need consent and collaboration between
owners of multi-family units for trails
and creek access in those areas.
• Do not build a footbridge from Tachevah
Drive to Spring Creek.

“Construct more footpaths along creeks to
allow people to observe different plants, leaf
shapes, flowers, fish, critters, and bugs.”
PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR CITYWIDE CREEK MASTER PLAN
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T H E C R E E K S CA P E V I S I O N

Maintain and enhance aesthetic
qualities.
• Need trash receptacles with recycling
containers on utility poles near bus stops
(hang out areas). Active neighborhoods
could sponsor recycling programs.
• Stores should be responsive to reports
regarding abandoned shopping carts.
• Fast food restaurants should be involved
in helping to minimize trash problems.

Protect and enhance water quality.

Provide educational opportunities.
• Offer City staff advice to landowners on
habitat, etc.
• Need education about not using creeks
for refuse.
• Get students involved in creek restoration.
• Continue education and creek restoration
with students at Montgomery High School.
• Schools should use the creek in every subject:
science, math, English, writing, art, history,
spiritual meaning, etc.
• Supply list and photos of non-native invasive
plants so that residents can identify and
remove them.
• Provide a native plant nursery for educational
activities.

• Increased access to creeks may help alleviate
homeless encampments and reduce pollution.
• At the Bennett Valley Golf Course, surges of
water come from the ponds and organic
matter gets stirred up then turns to foam.
There is also concern about pumping water
from the creek for irrigation.

Respect private property rights.
• The creek should be left alone and taken
care of by the property owners who live
on it.
• Better communication needed between
City, Sonoma County Water Agency, and
residents regarding creek maintenance.

Provide for public health and safety.
• Creek is unsafe for rafting during high flows.
• Clear out homeless encampments.
• Address issues concerning homeless
encampments, trash, fires; and loitering along
creek, especially under bridges.
• An earthquake fault goes through the area
and should be remembered in the planning
process.
• Mosquito abatement needed in certain areas.
• Creek trails could be safer if landowners
lower their fences.
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“Santa Rosa Creek is a
vital, central focus of the
community; a place where
fish, plants, and animals
thrive; a place where children
can play safely and where
busy adults relax; a place
where people walk, jog, and
ride bicycles and horses;
a place where recreation,
shopping, and dining merge
and flourish; and a place
where residents gather for
celebrations, entertainment
and to learn more about
their environment.”
— Santa Rosa Creek Master Plan, 1993
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any citizens volunteered their
time to participate in the Creek
Explorer Tours and the Citywide
Creek Master Plan workshops. Thank
you for your hard work and for
sharing your useful knowledge.
The project team for this initial phase
of the Citywide Creek Master Plan
effort included staff from the City of
Santa Rosa and the National Park
Service Rivers, Trails, and
Conservation Assistance Program.
Partial funding and staff assistance
was provided by the Sonoma County
Water Agency. The Sonoma County
Agricultural Preservation and Open
Space District provided technical
review. The Citywide Creek Master
Plan Committee provided assistance
with strategy formation and
document review.

The Committee for Restoring
Santa Rosa Creek, the Santa Rosa
Waterways Advisory Committee, the
Santa Rosa Bicycle and Pedestrian
Advisory Committee, and the Santa
Rosa City Council provided support
and offered valuable feedback.
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The project team would like to thank
Roseland Elementary School, Rincon
Valley Library, Piner High School,
Steele Lane Community Center,
Montgomery High School, and the
Downtown Santa Rosa Library for
use of their facilities for public
workshops. The Sonoma County
Regional Parks Environmental
Discovery Center lent supplies for
kids activities at the workshops.
Whole Foods Market of Santa Rosa
and Starbucks Coffee on Marlow
Road generously donated
refreshments that energized
workshop participants. Meeting
facilitators included Alistair Bleifuss,
Steve Brady, Sheri Emerson,
Colleen Ferguson, Forest Frasieur,
Lisa Gonzales, and Peg Henderson.
Featured speakers included Bob
Blanchard, Colleen Ferguson, Steve
Rabinowitsh, and Mike Sheppard.

Project Partners

• Madrone Audubon Society, Inc.

• Sonoma County Bicycle Coalition

• California Department of Fish and Game

• National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration Fisheries

• Sonoma County Regional Parks

• California Native Plant Society
Milo Baker Chapter
• City of Santa Rosa
• Coastal Conservancy
• Laguna de Santa Rosa Foundation
• LandPaths

• National Park Service Rivers, Trails
and Conservation Assistance Program
• Santa Rosa Cycling Club
• Sierra Club

S

• Sonoma County Water Agency
• Sotoyome Resource Conservation District
• Trout Unlimited
• North Coast Regional Water Quality
Control Board

• Sonoma County Agricultural
Preservation and Open Space District
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Document Credits
Graphic design by Schmidt Creative.
Cover painting by John Boskovich.
Sketches provided by Santa Rosa
area landscape architects Jane Marx,
Scott Wilkinson, and Bill Mastick of
Quadriga Landscape Architecture,
Inc.; Zora Welborn of Carlile Macy;
and Thomas Eddy. Paintings courtesy
of the Environmental Discovery
Center, drawings courtesy of Jeff
Tobes’ sixth grade class at Helen
Lehman Elementary School, and
leaf illustrations by Sheri Emerson.
Photographs by Alistair Bleifuss,
Steve Brady, Sheri Emerson,
Lisa Gonzales, Peg Henderson,
Dale Tressler, and Lori Urbanek.
Watershed map by Mike Hargreaves.
Creek maps by Jacques Crapuchettes,
Sheri Emerson, and Dale Tressler.

Bringing the Vision into Focus
A Community of Ideas
Woven Together

T

he Citywide Creek Master Plan public
workshops successfully involved many
citizens and resulted in a large amount of helpful
information for planning the future of our
creeks. The information, ideas, and concerns
captured through the public involvement
process will serve as the foundation for the
development of the Citywide Creek Master Plan.

Implementation – Start Today
Some of the ideas expressed by
workshop participants can be
implemented right away through
participation in the Creek
Stewardship Program, a cooperative
effort between the Sonoma County Water
Agency and the City of Santa Rosa. Participation
in creek clean up days, invasive species removal
work, restoration planting, or interpretive walks
led by a naturalist are enjoyable ways to help
and learn more about local creeks. Another way
to keep our creeks clean and healthy is to
protect our street gutters and storm drains from
pollutants like grease, paint, oil, and yard debris.

We Need Your Help
Dear Citizens,
Thank you to all who participated in this important
effort. We greatly appreciate your contribution to
this process, sharing what you know about the current state of our creeks
and also your ideas for the future. Your work sets the stage for a Citywide
Creek Master Plan for Santa Rosa.
Our creeks play a variety of roles in our community. Our waterways are
habitat for native plants and fish and wildlife, yet also carry floodwaters
from winter storms. Healthy creeks and waterways contribute to our
quality of life and increase property values. Opportunities abound along
creeks for recreational activities and for learning about the natural history
of our region. The riparian corridors that wind through our City form a
network of greenspace that helps to calm the hurried pace of urban living.
The protection and enhancement of our waterways is a community
responsibility. Your help is needed, whether it is participating in a creek
clean up event, becoming a Creek Steward, helping form the Citywide
Creek Master Plan, or teaching a child to respect and cherish our
waterways. Please join us in making sure that our creeks are healthy and
vital for generations to come.
Sincerely,
The Santa Rosa Waterways Advisory Committee

For more information please contact the Public Works Department at 707- 543-3800.
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Project Partners
Coastal
Conservancy

Land Partners Through Stewardship
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