........................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................

NOTICE

OF

PREPARATION

........................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................

Notice of Preparation Environmental Impact Report
City of Santa Rosa
Date:
To:

April 24, 2017
State Clearinghouse
State Responsible Agencies
State Trustee Agencies
Other Public Agencies
Interested Organizations

Subject:
Lead Agency:
Project Title:
Project Location:

From:

Erin Morris, Senior Planner
City of Santa Rosa
Planning & Economic Development Department
100 Santa Rosa Avenue, Room 3
Santa Rosa, CA 95404

Notice of Preparation (NOP) of the Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the
Southeast Greenway General Plan Amendment and Rezoning Project
City of Santa Rosa Advance Planning and Public Policy Division
Southeast Greenway General Plan Amendment and Rezoning Project
City of Santa Rosa (see Figure 1 – Regional and Vicinity Map)

Notice is hereby given that the City of Santa Rosa (City) will be the Lead Agency and will prepare a program level EIR for the
Southeast Greenway General Plan Amendment and Rezoning Project (proposed project) pursuant to the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines (14 California Code of Regulations Section 15060(d)). An Initial Study will not
be prepared and the City will begin work directly on the EIR.
As shown on Figure 1, the 57-acre project site follows a 1.9-mile linear path from Farmers Lane and Highway 12 to Spring
Lake Regional Park located in southeast Santa Rosa. The proposed project involves a General Plan and Zoning amendment
to allow for future development of parks and open space, school facilities, community gathering space, neighborhood
retail/commercial, and housing within the project site; no construction is proposed.
The proposed project includes:
• A Land Use Concept plan that frames the type and scale of development on the project site;
• A Circulation Concept plan that structures multi-modal paths, crossings, and connections throughout the project site;
and
• Proposed land use policies that provide a framework for future development of the project area. These policies are
organized into three categories: Public Service and Facility, Land Use, and Circulation. The maximum potential
development under the proposed project would consist of up to 44.3 acres of open space, up to 244 multi-family
housing units, and up to 12,000 square feet of commercial space.
The program-level EIR will evaluate the project for potential impacts on the environment and analyze the proposed policies
to determine the potential environmental consequences of future change. The proposed project could potentially affect
the following environmental factors and each will be addressed in the EIR: aesthetics, air quality, biological resources,
cultural and tribal cultural resources, geology and soils, greenhouse gas emissions, hazards and hazardous materials,
hydrology and water quality, land use and planning, noise, population and housing, public services, parks and recreation,
transportation and circulation, and utilities and service systems. Cumulative impacts will consider impacts of relevant
projects in and around the project area combined with those of the project. An evaluation of project alternatives that could
reduce significant impacts will be included in the EIR.
The City is requesting comments and guidance on the scope and content of the EIR from interested public agencies,
organizations, and individuals. With respect to the views of Responsible and Trustee Agencies as to significant
environmental issues, the City needs to know the reasonable alternatives and mitigation measures that are germane to
each agency’s statutory responsibilities in connection with the project.
A Scoping Meeting will be held on Monday, May 15, 2017 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Bennett Valley Senior Center,
California Room (704 Bennet Valley Road, Santa Rosa, CA 95404). Comments on the NOP are due no later than the close of
the 30-day review period at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 23, 2017. Please send your written comments to Erin Morris, City of
Santa Rosa, at the address shown above or email to emorris@srcity.org with “Southeast Greenway EIR” as the subject.
Public agencies providing comments are asked to include a contact person for the agency.

SOUTHEAST GREENWAY GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT AND REZONING EIR
CITY OF SANTA ROSA
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Regional and Vicinity Map

SCOPING COMMENTS
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Other
Requests to be Notified

Alternatives

Transportation / Circulation
Utilities / Service Systems
Construction Impacts

Recreation

Population / Housing
Public Services

Noise

Mineral Resources

Hazards / Hazardous Materials
Hydrology / Water Quality
Land Use and Planning

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Geology / Soils

Cultural / Tribal Cultural Resources

COMMENTOR NAME
AND ADDRESS

Air Quality
Biological Resources

#

Project Description
Aesthetics
Agriculture and Forestry

Comments Received on the Notice of Preparation
Southeast Greenway General Plan Amendment and Rezoning Project Environmental Impact Report





Concerned about increased traffic, traffic on Farmers Lane,
existing parking, spill-over parking into adjacent
neighborhoods, charging stations, operational and
construction noise, lighting, public safety, maintenance,
water use, native landscaping, impacts to existing retail,
open space alternative, increased housing alternative,
increased densities of adjacent neighborhoods due to
rezoning, wildlife corridor along Matanzas Creek, multimodal access and connections to regional destinations, view
corridor impacts west of Yulupa Avenue, public service
provider impacts, carbon sequestration, improved air
quality, and demographics of adjacent neighborhoods
relative to recreational needs. Other concerns included land
acquisition.
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Written Comments from May 15, 2017 Scoping Meeting
1
Christ Guenther
3150 Carvel Drive
Santa Rosa, CA 95405
(415) 265-9378
chguenther@gmail.com



Verbal Comments from May 15, 2017 Scoping Meeting
Various commenters

SUMMARY OF
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMENT

Voices concern for short-term construction impacts and
public understanding of an Environmental Impact Report
(EIR) versus project details. Requests that the EIR quantify
how much additional traffic will results from the project as a
proportion of existing traffic and include a Greenway-only
alternative.

1

Other
Requests to be Notified

Alternatives

Transportation / Circulation
Utilities / Service Systems
Construction Impacts

Population / Housing
Public Services

Noise

Mineral Resources

Hazards / Hazardous Materials
Hydrology / Water Quality
Land Use and Planning

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Geology / Soils

Recreation
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Stephen Fulles-Rowell
3746 Spring Creek Drive
Santa Rosa, CA 95405
sjfrz@aol.com




5



Sara Penn
1048 Slate Drive
Santa Rosa, CA 95405
sarapenn@comcast.net



4



Leslie Melody
778 Alaska Drive
Santa Rosa, CA 95405
lmacmel@sonic.com



3




Jon Paschke
1048 Slate Drive
Santa Rosa, CA 95405
(415) 696-9770
jonpaschke@surewest.net



2

Cultural / Tribal Cultural Resources

COMMENTOR NAME
AND ADDRESS

Air Quality
Biological Resources

#

Project Description
Aesthetics
Agriculture and Forestry

Comments Received on the Notice of Preparation
Southeast Greenway General Plan Amendment and Rezoning Project Environmental Impact Report

SUMMARY OF
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMENT

Voices concern for potential damage to natural habitat,
nearby bike shops, and increased congestion from proposed
housing. Also, requests the project restrict horses on the
site and parking on neighborhood streets.
Requests the EIR analyze potential impacts to wildlife
corridors and address the availability of additional housing
due to the relaxing of second unit requirements. Also,
requests that the project include a barrier between the
pedestrian path and bike path.
Voices concern for spillover parking, the need for ample
parking on main streets near the project site, safety,
negative impacts on neighborhood cohesiveness, potential
run-off of horse manure into the lowlands during rainfall,
homeless encampments, the need for native landscaping,
and suggests the project remove proposed housing on
Yulupa Avenue.
Requests the EIR address the potential for a 10 percent
reduction in local origin trips which can lead to a reduction in
vehicle miles traveled (VMT) and possibly a reduction in
1,000 metric tons of carbon dioxide (CO2) equivalent
emissions, carbon sequestration. Requests the EIR describe
the potential for safer pedestrian and bicycle routes to
school, multi-modal access to shopping, and the potential to
reduce the urban heat island effect.

2

Other
Requests to be Notified


Alternatives

Transportation / Circulation
Utilities / Service Systems
Construction Impacts

Recreation




Population / Housing
Public Services

Noise

Mineral Resources

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Geology / Soils

Hazards / Hazardous Materials
Hydrology / Water Quality
Land Use and Planning
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Wendy Krupnick
4993 Occidental Road
Santa Rosa, CA 95401
wlk@schic.net



8



Thomas Ells
thomasells40@gmail.com



7



Theresa M. Schulz
3271 Claremont Drive
Santa Rosa, CA 95405
(415) 236-7398
theresaschulz67@yahoo.com



6

Cultural / Tribal Cultural Resources

COMMENTOR NAME
AND ADDRESS

Air Quality
Biological Resources

#

Project Description
Aesthetics
Agriculture and Forestry

Comments Received on the Notice of Preparation
Southeast Greenway General Plan Amendment and Rezoning Project Environmental Impact Report

SUMMARY OF
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMENT

Voices concern for the mixed-use development near Yulupa
Avenue specifically in regards to safety, heavy traffic, and the
nearby Matanzas Elementary, Village Elementary, and
Charter schools. Voices concern for traffic impacts on
Marquette Avenue and Spring Creek. As a parent, the
commenter is concerned about traffic and safety near the
whole foods shopping center.
Asserts that the no project alternative will alleviate noise
concerns and the proposed project is a mitigation of the
previously proposed freeway extension. Suggests that the
project include the potential for art in public spaces and
should be a major attraction along the trail to mitigate the
vacant park space.
Requests that the EIR address carbon sequestration and
suggests that the project preserve the existing native oaks
and vegetation. Requests that the EIR address how the
proposed community gardens and small play areas will
benefit the local residents. Requests that the EIR address
how the project will reduce traffic by promoting multi-modal
transportation along the Southeast Greenway. Requests that
the EIR analyze current wildlife uses and potential impacts to
existing wildlife. Suggests the project reduce the amount of
mixed-use development and incorporate public/non-profit
partnerships for implementing the eco-friendly garden.

3

Other
Requests to be Notified

Alternatives

Recreation

Population / Housing
Public Services

Noise

Mineral Resources

Hazards / Hazardous Materials
Hydrology / Water Quality
Land Use and Planning

Transportation / Circulation
Utilities / Service Systems
Construction Impacts
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Larkin O’leary
larkinoleary@yahoo.com
May 5, 2017






11





Written Comment Received between April 24 and May 23, 2017
9
Ann Dubell
awdubell@sonic.net
April 25, 2017
10
Shoshana Leibowitz
1214 Elkhorn Court
Santa Rosa, CA 95405
(415) 565-1703
havanashira@comcast.net
April 25, 2017

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Geology / Soils

Cultural / Tribal Cultural Resources

COMMENTOR NAME
AND ADDRESS

Air Quality
Biological Resources

#

Project Description
Aesthetics
Agriculture and Forestry

Comments Received on the Notice of Preparation
Southeast Greenway General Plan Amendment and Rezoning Project Environmental Impact Report

SUMMARY OF
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMENT

Voices support for housing near Montgomery High School
and suggests the area near Neotomas Avenue should include
open space and not housing.
Requests details on the proposed multi-modal paths
connecting Mayette Avenue to Hoen Avenue along Sierra
Park Creek. Concerned about homeless encampments on the
proposed path between Mayette Avenue and the Southeast
Greenway Area. Enquires about potential plans to prevent
future homeless encampments along the Southeast
Greenway Area. Enquires about the potential removal of
blackberry bushes in Sierra Creek. Enquires about the
meaning of “restore the areas around the three creeks that
cross the Greenway: Matanzas Creek, Sierra Park Creek, and
Spring Creek, consistent with the Citywide Creek Master
Plan.” Enquires about potential plans to add parking limits
for non-residents in adjacent neighborhoods. Enquires about
locations of garbage cans and refuse removal. States the
concerns relate to Guiding Principle 6.
Voices support for the project and proposed park amenities.
Expresses concern for the proposed housing and potential
for increased traffic congestion.

4

12

Other
Requests to be Notified


SUMMARY OF
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMENT

Requests that the project minimize the amount of housing
proposed on Yulupa Avenue and avoid creating a new large
residential tax revenue. Request that the area be kept green.

Voices support for the project and highlights the unique
shape of the project as a continuous corridor of parkland.
Remarks that both humans and wildlife can potentially
benefit from the project.
Voices concern for increased traffic congestions along Hoen
Avenue and the State Route (SR) 12 and Farmers Lane
intersection. Requests that the EIR analyze existing traffic
data for morning and evening peak hours. Voices concern for
increased traffic noise and potential impacts to the proposed
public community gathering space west of Franquette
Avenue. Suggests that a sound wall be installed at this
location. Voices concern for increased traffic on the Hoen
Avenue and Frontage Road resulting from the proposed
intersection crossing.
Voices support for the project and the proposed amenities.
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Alternatives

Transportation / Circulation
Utilities / Service Systems
Construction Impacts

Recreation



Bill Cusworth
3527 Dartmouth Drive
Santa Rosa, CA 95405
billcusworth@gmail.com
May 21, 2017





15

Population / Housing
Public Services

Mineral Resources

Hazards / Hazardous Materials
Hydrology / Water Quality
Land Use and Planning

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Geology / Soils

Cultural / Tribal Cultural Resources

Noise





14

Bonnie Hennessy
Richard Hennessy
John Hennessy
Cheryl Hennesy
jbhbkh@aol.com
May 7, 2017
Nathaniel Scoble
1407 Townview Avenue #312
Santa Rosa, CA 95405
nmscoble@sbcglobal.net
May 14, 2017
Dana VanBlair
(707) 539-2866
dana.vanblair@zodiac.com
May 18, 2017



13

COMMENTOR NAME
AND ADDRESS

Air Quality
Biological Resources

#

Project Description
Aesthetics
Agriculture and Forestry

Comments Received on the Notice of Preparation
Southeast Greenway General Plan Amendment and Rezoning Project Environmental Impact Report

5

Anna Rybat
1642 Deer Run
Santa Rosa, CA 95405
(707) 536-9855
arybat@comcast.net
May 22, 2017

19

Denise Bergeron
jumprkbl@gmail.com
May 22, 2017

Other
Requests to be Notified

Alternatives

Transportation / Circulation
Utilities / Service Systems
Construction Impacts

Recreation

Population / Housing
Public Services

Noise

Mineral Resources

Hazards / Hazardous Materials
Hydrology / Water Quality
Land Use and Planning

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Geology / Soils

Notice of Preparation Scoping Comment Matrix
Southeast Greenway General Plan Amendment and Rezoning Project EIR

Suggests the Southeast Greenway Area should be kept under
the jurisdiction of the California Department of
Transportation (Caltrans) and should be reserved for the SR
12 extension. Voices concern for potential safety issues due
to high speed traffic near the Farmers Lane and SR 12
intersection. Suggests that the benefits of the SR 12
extension outweigh the proposed benefits of the project.
Voices concern for existing traffic on SR 12, Farmers Lane,
Sonoma Valley Highway, and Bennet Valley Road.
Voices support for the project and the proposed amenities.



18

Voices concern for the proposed intersection crossing on
Hoen Avenue. Suggests the project include a traffic signal at
this location to improve pedestrian safety.



Jack Walton
jwalton@mcn.org
May 21, 2017



17

SUMMARY OF
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMENT

Voices support for the project and the proposed amenities.



Heidi Cusworth
hcusworth@gmail.com
May 21, 2017



16

Cultural / Tribal Cultural Resources

COMMENTOR NAME
AND ADDRESS

Air Quality
Biological Resources

#

Project Description
Aesthetics
Agriculture and Forestry

Comments Received on the Notice of Preparation
Southeast Greenway General Plan Amendment and Rezoning Project Environmental Impact Report

6

20

Other
Requests to be Notified

Alternatives

Transportation / Circulation
Utilities / Service Systems
Construction Impacts

Recreation

Population / Housing
Public Services

Noise

Mineral Resources

Hazards / Hazardous Materials
Hydrology / Water Quality
Land Use and Planning

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Geology / Soils

Cultural / Tribal Cultural Resources

COMMENTOR NAME
AND ADDRESS

Air Quality
Biological Resources

#

Project Description
Aesthetics
Agriculture and Forestry

Comments Received on the Notice of Preparation
Southeast Greenway General Plan Amendment and Rezoning Project Environmental Impact Report

Katharine Anderson
randkath@sonic.net
May 22, 2017
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Southeast Greenway General Plan Amendment and Rezoning Project EIR

SUMMARY OF
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMENT

Requests that the EIR describe the existing demographics
and socioeconomic status of the adjacent neighborhoods in
order to prevent disparities of recreational opportunities.
Requests that the EIR address the potential for unequal
distribution of recreational facilities in the areas where
housing is proposed. Commenter attaches six images that
depict the median household income, population density,
owner occupied units, and median resident age within the
Southeast Greenway Area. In addition, the attached images
depict surrounding parkland and the estimated distances
from the Southeast Greenway Area. Suggests that the center
of the Southeast Greenway Area has a higher need for park
amenities because it is furthest from local regional parks and
open space.

7

Other
Requests to be Notified

Alternatives

Recreation

Population / Housing
Public Services

Noise

Mineral Resources

Hazards / Hazardous Materials
Hydrology / Water Quality
Land Use and Planning

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Geology / Soils

Transportation / Circulation
Utilities / Service Systems
Construction Impacts
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23



Dale Godfrey
2430 Neotomas Avenue
Santa Rosa, CA 95405
(707) 479-6749
dalegodfrey47@gmail.com
May 23, 2017
David Petritz
2748 Lakeview Drive
Santa Rosa, CA 95405
(619) 246-3520
dpetritz@sbcglobal.net
May 23, 2017



22



Stephen Conteh
Patricia Maurice
California Department of
Transportation, District 4
P.O. Box 23660
Oakland, CA 94623
(510) 286-5528
stephen.coteh@dot.ca.gov
May 23, 2017



21

Cultural / Tribal Cultural Resources

COMMENTOR NAME
AND ADDRESS

Air Quality
Biological Resources

#

Project Description
Aesthetics
Agriculture and Forestry

Comments Received on the Notice of Preparation
Southeast Greenway General Plan Amendment and Rezoning Project Environmental Impact Report

SUMMARY OF
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMENT

Requests that the EIR address the maximum buildout of each
land use type, identify the type of school/facility, number of
students and staff, the type and size of commercial use
anticipated, timing and duration of project phasing, including
project elements to be completed in each phase. Asserts
that as the Lead Agency, Santa Rosa should fully discuss
financing, scheduling, implementation responsibilities, and
mitigation monitoring prior to the submittal of an
encroachment permit. Recommends that the City of Santa
Rosa conduct tribal consultation per Assembly Bill (AB) 52.
Requests that the Transportation and Circulation chapter of
the EIR analyze VMT, vehicle trip reduction, multi-modal
planning, traffic impacts, transportation permit,
encroachment permit, and include a Transportation
Management Plan (TMP).
Voices concern for increases traffic congestions on Farmers
Lane, Yulupa Avenue, and Hoen Avenue. Enquires about
proposed parking locations and potential spillover into
adjacent neighborhoods. Voices concern for over
development, overall maintenance, preservation of natural
habitat, and safety with respect to homeless encampments.
Voices concern for potential aesthetic impacts to view
corridors, the increase in impervious surface with respect to
runoff, parking, building setbacks, and building heights.
Request that the EIR discuss potential greenhouse gas
reductions from Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART)
train connections and multi-modal access.

8

Other
Requests to be Notified

Alternatives

Transportation / Circulation
Utilities / Service Systems
Construction Impacts

Recreation

Population / Housing
Public Services

Noise

Mineral Resources

Hazards / Hazardous Materials
Hydrology / Water Quality
Land Use and Planning

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Geology / Soils





27

May 23, 2017
Noah Housh
1934 Leafgreen Drive
Santa Rosa, CA 95405
noahhoush@hotmail.com
May 23, 2017



26



sweettoothdesserts@cmspan.net



Elizabeth Herbert
Gary Rischke



25



Geoffrey Smith
geoffrey@partners4nature.com
May 23, 2017


24

Cultural / Tribal Cultural Resources

COMMENTOR NAME
AND ADDRESS

Air Quality
Biological Resources

#

Project Description
Aesthetics
Agriculture and Forestry

Comments Received on the Notice of Preparation
Southeast Greenway General Plan Amendment and Rezoning Project Environmental Impact Report

Bob Gaiser
Southeast Greenway Campaign
Southeastgreenway.org
May 23, 2017
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SUMMARY OF
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMENT

Requests that the EIR discuss multi-modal access, existing
nearby commercial operations, and the preservation of
natural open space and wildlife corridors. Requests that the
project prohibit mountain bikes, prioritize northern
California native plants, avoid the use of ground solar panels,
include electric vehicle chargers, and avoid color coding
images for color-deficient readers.
Voices concern for increased traffic along Albert Drive and
enquires about providing parking within the project site to
prevent spill-over into adjacent neighborhoods. Request that
a dog park be included in future plans.
Requests that the EIR include a project-level analysis,
consider a hotel, and creative financing mechanisms for
future construction. Requests that the Santa Rosa General
Plan include a policy that requires mixed-use development
within to fund recreation and open space elements. Voices
support for the project and the proposed amenities.
Requests that the EIR fully analyze vehicle related impacts
and include mitigation of traffic and parking impacts.
Requests the EIR include mitigation of circulation hazards
such as signalized crossings on Hoen Avenue, Franquette
Avenue, Yulupa Avenue, and Summerfield Road. Request
that the EIR analyze and mitigate hydrological impacts of
impermeable surfaces. Requests the EIR analyze air quality
impacts, impacts to biological resources, public safety,
increased noise, public services, and include an all open
space alternative.

9

28

Other
Requests to be Notified

Alternatives

Transportation / Circulation
Utilities / Service Systems
Construction Impacts

Recreation

Population / Housing
Public Services

Noise

Mineral Resources

Hazards / Hazardous Materials
Hydrology / Water Quality
Land Use and Planning

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Geology / Soils

Cultural / Tribal Cultural Resources

COMMENTOR NAME
AND ADDRESS

Air Quality
Biological Resources

#

Project Description
Aesthetics
Agriculture and Forestry

Comments Received on the Notice of Preparation
Southeast Greenway General Plan Amendment and Rezoning Project Environmental Impact Report

Thea Hensel
(707) 953-1207
theahensel@gmail.com
May 23, 2017








29

SUMMARY OF
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMENT

Requests that the EIR include parking mitigation, include
traffic calming methods, and rezone the area north of Hoen
Avenue to high density residential. Requests that the project
include public and private partnerships to improve safety,
reduce the use of turn along the greenway, and include a
feasibility study for a Special Tax District. Request that the
Bike and Pedestrian Mater Plan be updates to include
connections to the Joe Redota Trail and the SMART train.
The letter includes a table with more information on the
potential for public and private partnerships to improve
safety.
Requests that the City protect the Southeast Greenway Area
for future generations.



Warren Wiscombe
1850 Velvetleaf Lane
Santa Rosa, CA 95404
warren.j.wiscombe@gmail.com
May 23, 2017
Notes: This matrix provides a summary of the comments made on the scope of the environmental impacts to be analyzed. A complete copy of the comments submitted by the
commenter has been included in Appendix A of the Draft EIR.
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10

WRITTEN COMMENTS FROM
MAY 15, 2017 SCOPING MEETING

........................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................

WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEIVED
BETWEEN APRIL 24 AND MAY 23,
2017

........................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................

Morris, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ann Dubell <awdubell@sonic.net>
Tuesday, April 25, 2017 9:55 AM
Morris, Erin
SE Greenway Environmental Impact Report

Hello Erin,
I would favor housing in the area close to Montgomery High if there's space available. I hope that it won't be put on
Neotomas where residents there deserve more open space.
Kind regards,
Ann Dubell

1

Morris, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

S. Leibowitz <havanashira@comcast.net>
Tuesday, April 25, 2017 9:27 PM
Morris, Erin
Questions and comments from a homeowner near planned SE Greenway / Sierra Park Creek
connector path

Hello Erin,
My house is at 1214 Elkhorn Court, which backs up to Sierra Park Creek on the west side of the
creek. Please provide more details about what is planned for the "Planned pedestrian/ bicycle paths
connecting Mayette Avenue to Hoen Avenue along Sierra Park Creek." If it's easier to answer my
questions over the phone, please call me at one of the numbers below.
Right now, we enjoy a sense of the "country" in our back yard. It is quiet and dark at night, because
we have quite a bit of distance between us and the folks who back up to the creek on the east side.
Are there going to be city lights put in and if so are they going to be on all night?
At the same token, I have concerns about homeless folks taking up residence in the proposed
bike/walking connector path between Mayette and the Greenway. The church at the end of Sierra
Park Creek has a food pantry, which proves there are homeless folks nearby. What is planned to
prevent homeless folks sleeping in the path that's going to be created on the other side of my back
fence?
Right now, the blackberry bushes in Sierra Creek do a good job preventing thieves from climbing over
my back fence. They provide a safety barrier. Are the blackberry bushes going to be taken out?
What is meant by "Restore the areas around the three creeks that cross the Greenway: Matanzas
Creek, Sierra Park Creek, and Spring Creek,consistent with the Citywide Creek Master Plan."
A path in this location will cause folks from other parts of Santa Rosa to park along Mayette and the
cross streets including Elkhorn Court. Is there a plan for parking time limits for all but
neighborhood residents, similar to how it works in the JC area?
A path in this location will attract garbage. Are there going to be garbage cans along the path? Who
will be emptying them and how often?
The concerns I mention above all relate to this Guiding Principle 6:
Uses on the Greenway are designed to face and provide easy access to the main paths in the
Greenway, maximize views of the hills, promote public safety, and respect the character of
adjacent neighborhoods.
Thank you,
Shoshana Leibowitz
565-1703 work
235-1885 cell

1

Morris, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Larkin O'leary <larkinoleary@yahoo.com>
Friday, May 05, 2017 2:34 PM
Morris, Erin
Southwest Greenway EIR

Hello Mr. Morris,
I am a resident of Wanda way and all for adding a park or waking trail of some sort. Ideally, it would be
amazing to have a park that is accessible to all children. I don't know of any parks in Santa Rosa that have
equipment like this: https://www.playlsi.com/en/playground-planning-tools/plan-your-playground/accessibility
I would even work on raising the necessary funds for it. My son was born with Down syndrome and could
really benefit from an all inclusive park.
However, adding more housing to this already crowded area will only cause more congestion. I am against this
idea. I hope I'm sending you the information you requested In the letter we received. Thank you for your help!
Larkin O'Leary
Sent from my iPhone

1

Morris, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

John And Bonnie Hennessy <jbhbkh@aol.com>
Sunday, May 07, 2017 2:48 PM
Morris, Erin
Southeast Greenway EIR

Hi My family lives near the Southeast Greenway. Actually, we have three houses in the immediate area. We enjoy living
close to each other and have wanted the "field" to become something special for the neighborhood for many years.
All we ask is that consideration be made to keep it green. New housing construction should be kept to a minimum and
limited to the area near Yulupa. The temptation to create a new large residential tax revenue should be avoided. This is
a once in a lifetime chance to preserve some open space in our part of town, connecting to Spring Lake. This opportunity
will not come again.
Please carefully consider keeping the Southeast Greenway green.
Sincerely,
Bonnie Hennessy
Richard Hennessy
John and Cheryl Hennessy
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Morris, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nathaniel Scoble <nmscoble@sbcglobal.net>
Sunday, May 14, 2017 4:19 PM
Morris, Erin
Southeast Greenway EIR

May 14, 2017
To All it Concerns:
I am a new resident of Santa Rosa, having moved here from downtown Los Angeles three-plus years
ago to care for my Mom in her last years. I think that the ‘Southeast Greenway’ is an excellent project
and should be given all possible public, business, and governmental support. It is not too soon for
Santa Rosa to follow the examples of the ‘Cornfield’ and ‘High Line’ parks in Los Angeles and
Manhattan, respectively.
Santa Rosa, as a beautiful and therefore highly-desirable community to live in, is rapidly urbanizing
and densifying, and now is the time to create as many such public parklands as possible. One of the
best features of the ‘Southeast Greenway’ is its being a continuous corridor of parkland all the way
from Farmers Lane to Spring Lake. It is a pity that another such corridor doesn’t already exist running
from Montgomery near the Flamingo Inn into the hills up and beyond Fountaingrove.
I’m sure that wldlife will benefit along with humans from the creation of this, and hopefully other,
Greenways. Santa Rosa is losing its pastoral nature at an increasing rate, and this project is
important for us all to support, to preserve what is best about this community.
Nathaniel Scoble
1407 Townview Ave #312
Santa Rosa, 95405
nmscoble@sbcglobal.net
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From: Dana Van Blair <dana.vanblair@zodiac.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 18, 2017 9:04 AM
To: Morris, Erin
Subject: Southeast Greenway EIR
Dear Erin,
Please see attached illustration (2pg) of some of my concerns around Traffic impact.
Also it is hard to comment on the EIR when parking locations for greenway land use has not yet been
determined.
So traffic and congestion concerns can’t be fully articulated.
DANA VAN BLAIR
(O): 707.539.2866
(C): 707.236.0104

Ca
r

Conc
e
r
nonI
nt
e
r
s
e
con&l
a
ndus
e
de
s
i
g
naonsi
mpa
c
ton
Cy
c
l
eT
i
me
s
Cong
e
son
S
a
f
e
t
y

Pl
e
a
s
eme
a
s
ur
edur
i
ngmor
ni
nga
nde
v
e
ni
ngr
us
hhour
Coul
dba
c
kupt
o
Hoe
n/Hoe
ni
nt
e
r
s
e
con
E
nt
r
a
nc
eCa
us
i
ng
Ba
c
k
upt
oF
a
r
me
r
s?

12/F
a
r
me
r
s
Cy
c
l
e me
s

S
oundf
r
omi
nt
e
r
s
e
conwi
l
l
not
a
l
l
owf
orpubl
i
cc
onc
e
r
t
sort
a
l
k
s
unl
e
s
ss
oundwa
l
l
sa
r
ei
mpl
e
me
nt
e
d

ACr
os
s
i
nghe
r
ewi
l
l
s
l
owdownt
ur
ni
ngt
r
a
ﬃc
a
ndba
c
kupi
nt
onont
ur
nl
a
ne
s

Morris, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Bill Cusworth <billcusworth@gmail.com>
Sunday, May 21, 2017 3:01 PM
Morris, Erin
Southeast Greenway EIR

Hi Erin,
I don't foresee any negative environmental impacts due to the Southeast Greenway project. All the impacts that
I foresee are positive - more people riding bicycles, running, walking, eating local grown walnuts, and less
vagrants. I think this will only improve the city of Santa Rosa. I very much look forward to the day that I can
use the new park to get to Spring Lake (running and biking).
Bill Cusworth
3527 Dartmouth Dr
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Morris, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hydro <hcusworth@gmail.com>
Sunday, May 21, 2017 3:01 PM
Morris, Erin
Southeast Greenway EIR

Hello,
I don't for see any major issues with the Environmental impact the Greenway would cause.
This will only improve the city of Santa Rosa, which the city desperately needs.
I live one block from the proposed Greenaway. I look forward to walking, running, biking and more in this great area.
Heidi Cusworth
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Morris, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jack Walton <jwalton@mcn.org>
Sunday, May 21, 2017 6:30 PM
Morris, Erin
Southeast Greenway EIR

Dear Ms. Morris,
The preferred alternative plan you showed at the May 15 scoping meeting for Southeast Greenway project included a new
pedestrian crossing of Hoen at Arroyo Sierra Creek. Given the existing heavy traffic on Hoen, this new crossing should be
fully signaled, and I sincerely hope that you can include this recommendation in your planning.
Sincerely
Jack Walton
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Morris, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

aNna rybaT <arybat@comcast.net>
Monday, May 22, 2017 12:00 PM
Morris, Erin
Southeast Greenway EIR

Dear Sir or Ma’am;
We (the people of Santa Rosa) have made a terrible mistake and hopefully it is not too late to correct it.
The Southeast Greenway should be returned to CALTRANS to complete the Hwy. 12 improvement (as
originally designed), before it is too late.
The eastbound traffic on Hwy. 12, near the dead end at Farmer’s Lane is not just a safety issue during rush hour
(although that is the peak danger), but it is a constant worry due to the back ups. The speed limits on the thruway are also inappropriate given the dangers of a 65 MPH road dead-ending.
With growth in the city and surrounding area projected to increase, it is hard to visualize how this Greenway is
going to contribute to the quality of life of our community in a way that outmeasures the decreased safety to
motorists and pedestrians, pollution from idling traffic, noise and wasted time sitting in traffic, the decreased
access to businesses along Farmer’s Lane, road rage, fender benders, etc. Bicyclists and pedestrians and
children playing have many many other options for enjoying the beautiful outdoors available in Sonoma
County. The homeowners whose properties back up to the Greenway may benefit from less noise, by not
having the road pass the border of their property, but those 300 (estimated) homeowners also have an interest in
traffic safety and a safe, enjoyable shopping experience thru the Montgomery Village Mall businesses. i won’t
try to speak for them; but as a property owner near the proposed Greenway.
Everyone in Sonoma County wants to protect the environment, including those of us who oppose the Greenway
project. Everyone in Sonoma County would like to see Annadel Park kept pristine and natural, but at some
point, we all have to concede that the benefits of a quiet hike/bike thru the park does not outweigh the needs of
our growing and projected growth of our community. In the absence of any endangered species or wetlands
that need to be protected for the watershed, etc., there is insufficient justification for de-railing the improvement
of Hwy. 12 to by-pass Farmer’s Lane via the Greenway and Annadel.
In the morning, there is a non-stop stream of cars, pickups, large construction vehicles, etc. taking Hwy 12, to
Farmer’s Lane and back on to Sonoma Valley Hwy., or alternately, along Bennett Valley Rd. They do so to
avoid Hwy 12 kerfuffle and take advantage of Arnold Drive’s direct route up the west side of the
valley. However, there is an accident every single week on the road, sometimes two. Since it was repaved the
average speed has gone from 30-35 to 45-50. There are also bicyclists who use the road, often riding in groups
for camaraderie and safety. It is a beautiful drive and my commute is reverse direction for the majority of
travelers. But it can be very scary at times.
Future projections: The last century was ruled by the needs of carbon fuel burning automobiles. In the next 50
years, self-driving non-carbon burning “automobiles" will become the most favored mode of transportation. It
is inconceivable that such technology will be served by a stop-go-stop-go pipeline of traffic. We have an
opportunity to re-vert to the original concept of this road improvement and re-direct the Hwy. 12 traffic off of
Farmer’s Lane on on to a by-pass, yes, thru the park. i pray it is not too late.
1

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to this important issue.
pEace
Love
joY
ArT
aNna rybaT
http://www.annarybat.com
http://www.annarybat.blogspot.com
1642 Deer Run
Santa Rosa, CA 95405
ph: 707-536-9855
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Morris, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Denise Bergeron <jumprkbl@gmail.com>
Monday, May 22, 2017 8:45 PM
Morris, Erin
Southeast Greenway EIR

Dear Erin ~~
Just a note to send my message of support of the Sutheast Greenway. I live in Montgomery Village and feel
strongly that putting that land to use in a ecologically friendly manner (creek restoration, trail building, adding
some middle and low income housing, and use of the land for educational purposes for the 5 schools in the area)
is what can bring life asnd beauty to that growing part of Santa Rosa. It would also bring income to our city as
many tourists/cyclists are loooking for extended trail use for hiking and biking in the Spring Lake/ Howarth
Park area.
Thank you for your support for the Southeast Greenway. It could be a gem in the midst of our lovely city and
much grassroots excitement and visions of creating a better Santa Rosa are pulling to make this come to
fruition.
Sincerely,
Denise Bergeron
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Morris, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Katharine Anderson <randkath@sonic.net>
Monday, May 22, 2017 5:42 PM
Morris, Erin
Southeast Greenway Scoping Comment
Southeast Greenway Scoping.docx; Santa Rosa Southeast Greenway Regional Situation,
Demographic Study & Pr....jpg; Santa Rosa Southeast Greenway Regional Situation, Demographic
Study & Pr....jpg; Santa Rosa Southeast Greenway Regional Situation, Demographic Study & Pr....jpg;
Santa Rosa Southeast Greenway Regional Situation, Demographic Study & Pr....jpg; Santa Rosa
Southeast Greenway Regional Situation, Demographic Study & Pr....jpg; Santa Rosa Southeast
Greenway Regional Situation, Demographic Study & Pr....jpg

Dear Erin,
I would like to voice my support for all the comments sent to you by the Southeast Greenway Campaign group.
In my capacity as a private citizen involved with the Southeast Greenway Campaign and as an Instructor at the Academy
of Art I would like to encourage that the EIR scoping for the Southeast Greenway include a recognition of the differing
socioeconomics of the demographics adjacent to the greenway to prevent disparities of recreational opportunities that
impact the more crowded and lower income populations adversely.
Specifically, in relationship to the categories of Environmental Checklist, in XIII Population and Housing, a, where the
population would be increased near Yulupa; could be considered as contributing to an unequal expansion of recreational
facilities to the extent that in the east where the population has more income, ownership of private outdoor space and
access to recreation, open space is proposed, and in the central greenway, where housing is being proposed, that
decreases the recreational space to be added where the population is the densest with lower incomes and least
ownership of private outdoor space.
I have attached the images I have presented previously as part of this concern.
Congratulations on being in charge of this project which you have worked on for quite a few years!
Best regards, Katharine
Katharine Anderson, Architect
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May 22, 2017

Erin Morris
Senior Planner
City of Sant Rosa
100 Santa Rosa Avenue,
Sant Rosa, CA 94504
Dear Erin,
In my capacity as a private citizen involved with the Southeast Greenway Campaign and as an Instructor
at the Academy of Art I would like to encourage that the EIR scoping for the Southeast Greenway
include a recognition of the differing socioeconomics of the demographics adjacent to the greenway to
prevent disparities of recreational opportunities that impact the more crowded and lower income
populations adversely.
Specifically, in relationship to the categories of Environmental Checklist, in XIII Population and Housing,
a, where the population would be increased near Yulupa; could be considered as contributing to an
unequal expansion of recreational facilities to the extent that in the east where the population has more
income, ownership of private outdoor space and access to recreation, open space is proposed, and in
the central greenway, where housing is being proposed, that decreases the recreational space to be
added where the population is the densest with lower incomes and least ownership of private outdoor
space.
I have attached the images I have presented previously as part of this concern.
Congratulations on being in charge of this project which you have worked on for quite a few years!
Best regards, Katharine
Katharine Anderson, Architect

Morris, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dale Godfrey <dalegodfrey47@gmail.com>
Tuesday, May 23, 2017 4:26 PM
Morris, Erin
Southeast Greenway EIR

Hi Erin....
Just a few points of concern to share as it relates to SEG - EIR
1. Traffic congestion - all ready congested in proposed areas at peak drive times - specifically at Farmers Lane /
Yulupa Ave / Hoen Aven --- and at proposed housing area(s). Big concern about west triangle end & Farmers
Lane with proposed higher commercial development.
2. Parking - will proposed parking areas be adequate - especially looking into the future? What about spill over
into nearby neighborhoods?
3. Safety - for both local residents and SEG users. Do not want this to become another Prince Greenway and/or
Joe Rodota Trail as it relates to safety incidents and homeless issues. (Including restrooms and lighting.)
4. Over development - personally would prefer to have less development and more (real) open space - like a
mini Golden Gate Park.
5. Overall Maintenance of trail/ walkway / etc.
6. Preservation of natural habitat area(s) and related points

Thank you for listening and for all of your hard work. Love your energy and spirit in making our community a
better place!
With Gratitude. ...
Dale Godfrey
2430 Neotomas Ave
Santa Rosa 95405
707-479-6749
dalegodfrey47@gmail.com
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Morris, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

David Petritz <dpetritz@sbcglobal.net>
Tuesday, May 23, 2017 3:23 PM
Morris, Erin
Re: The Southeast Greenway Update
Comments on Scoping meeting.docx

Erin,
Attached are my comment re the recent scoping meeting. If I have additional comments, what it the deadline
today for submitting additonal comments? Very impressive job to running the scoping meeting. The only
comment I would make is to schedule future meeting for a long amount of time. Thanks David Petritz 619-2463520

On 4/28/2017 11:08 AM, Erin Morris, Senior Planner, City of Santa Rosa wrote:
Plan the Southeast Greenway!

View this email in your browser

Planning of the Southeast Greenway is moving forward!
Preferred Alternative
The Draft Preferred Alternative was presented to a joint meeting of the City Council and

1

Planning Commission on March 28, 2017. Based on direction received, the preferred alternative
was finalized. The preferred alternative describes the land uses and circulation improvements
for the 57-acre site. You can review the detailed memo here and illustrative map here.
Environmental Impact Report Notice of Preparation
A Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) was released on
April 24, 2017. Public agencies, organizations, and individuals interested in commenting on the
NOP should submit written comments no later than the close of the 30-day review period at 5:00
p.m. on Tuesday, May 23, 2017. The NOP is available for review here. Please send your written
comments to Erin Morris, City of Santa Rosa, Planning & Economic Development Department, 100
Santa Rosa Avenue, Room 3, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 or email to emorris@srcity.org with
“Southeast Greenway EIR” as the subject. Public agencies providing comments are asked to
include a contact person for the agency.
Environmental Impact Report Scoping Meeting
The City of Santa Rosa will hold a Scoping Meeting on Monday, May 15th from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at
the Bennett Valley Senior Center located at 704 Bennett Valley Road in Santa Rosa. The purpose
of this meeting is to learn more about the project and to provide your input regarding the
potential environmental impacts of the proposed project that should be addressed in the Draft
Environmental Impact Report (EIR).
For more information about this planning process, visit our website:

http://www.planthegreenway.com

Questions? If you have questions, please feel free to contact Erin Morris, City of Santa Rosa.

Call: 707-543-3273

Email emorris@srcity.org

Copyright © 2017 City of Santa Rosa Planning & Economic Development, All rights reserved.
You're a member of our list because you signed up in person or on our website.

Our mailing address is:
City of Santa Rosa Planning & Economic Development
100 Santa Rosa Avenue, Room 3
Santa Rosa, CA 95404

Add us to your address book

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list
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May 23, 2017
From: David Petritz
2748 Lakeview Drive
Santa Rosa Ca 05405

619‐246‐3520
Subject: Comments on recent Southeast Greenway scoping meeting
1. The mixed used units that are proposed to be allowed for on the Greenway between Janet Way
and Yulupa (in front of other housing units that front the Greenway) should be evaluated for
the potential aesthetic impact of blocking important view corridor both for a) residences of
existing residences in back of such mixed use development and b) users of the Greenway.
2. Likewise, the impact of such development‐‐including access roads and surface parking for such
development—should be evaluated in term of how much such incursion into the Greenway will
negate the potential environmental benefits of natural area that will absorb moisture, thereby,
preserving a critically valuable natural resources (and particularly in Ca, given our skittish water
supply) that would otherwise be wasted by being carried away by the municipal drainage
system.
To the extent there is any development allowed on the main part of the Greenway (excluding
development proposed at the far west end) including between Janet’s Way and Yulupa, consideration
should be given to measures that minimize the amount of surface that is utilized for non‐permeable
surfaces such as asphalt or cement paved parking lots or accessory roads. For such uses permeable
material should be required to use that allows moisture to absorb into the ground.
Secondly, to minimize the impact of development on the Greenway:
a) Parking should (as much as feasible) be required to be built under the mixed used
building they serve; and,
b) Front and rear yard setbacks should be either eliminated on minimized also in order
to minimize the width of the development proposed on the greenway.
3. It should also be clarified as to how many stories high the mixed use designation mean in its
application to the stretch of mixed use development proposed in the preferred alternative on
the greenway between Yulupa and Janet Way. This is the same designation as for the “Golden
Triangular area’ at the west end of the property, which is (as it should be) being considered for
the highest density levels along the Greenway. Presumably, the mixed between Yulupa and
Janet Way is being proposed for about 3 stories and this should be reflected in the
environmental document pertaining to the Greenway. For any future meeting, I would ask that
the labeling of any land use zone be accompanied by more specificity in the same documents

that actually describes what the land use term means in term of height allow and the density
per acre of units allowed by such classifications.
4. As an alternative to building parking for visitor from out of town, there should be a robust
consideration of excessive parking capacity at schools, religious establishments and commercial
establishment abutting the Greenway that may have excess capacity specifically on the
weekends when the greenway would most be expected to need excess parking capacity.
5. In addition, the environmental documentation of this project should consider the substantial
economic development and Greenhouse gas reduction impact that a convenient bus
connection of the SMART train to the Greenway would have on tourist that seek to enjoy the
greenway and the 3 parks it provide access to. Secondly, such A bus connection should also be
evaluated in terms of it potential to reach underserved communities in the Roseland area with
convenient access to the Greenway and the three parks its provide access too. In this regard, I
assume that the City bus service already provide decent service to the downtown bus plaza from
Roseland and that, therefore, it would be quite easy for riders of such a bus, to have a
connection relatively easily worked out that would enable them to be able to access a future
bus headed for the Greenway and the three parks it services.

Morris, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Geoffrey Smith <geoffrey@partners4nature.com>
Tuesday, May 23, 2017 8:51 PM
Morris, Erin
Southeast Greenway EIR

Erin,
I just sat down after work to prepare these comments. Didn't realize the
deadline was 5 pm. I hope you'll accept them.
Several of my comments were spoken at the workshop on May 15.
Briefly, I request that the EIR consider the following:
1. Bicycling will be a priority for commuters. Bicycle path infrastructure should be safe and

obstruction-free
2. Bicycle and pedestrian paved routes should be grade-separated to avoid conflict
3. Mountain bicycles on dirt paths should be prohibited as incompatible use and damaging to
the environment
4. Commercial buildings or structures should be limited to mixed-use at the far west-end near
the Farmers/Hoehn/Hiway 12 interchange.
5. There should be no commercial operations in the greenbelt proper, in deference to existing
commercial operations in the neighborhoods adjacent to the greenway. This is for two
reasons: Traffic circulation, and economic impacts
6. The project does not exist in a vacuum. Important to identify and support existing
commercial operations in surrounding neighborhoods with rights of way and directional
signage.
7. Preserve natural open space as a priority.
8. Restore impacted open space to natural condition as needed as a priority.
9. Prioritize use of Northern California native plant species in the plant/tree palette
10. Identify, protect and enhance existing and potential wildlife corridors
11. Avoid the use of ground-mount PV solar panels
12. PV solar panels should be utilized as possible, and mounted on structure roofs and shade
covers
13. EV chargers, both L2 and L3, should be incorporated in all parking lots as a priority
14. The 'School facilities' south of the high school should be primarily natural systems and nonimpacting
15. And finally: Recommend avoid the use of color codes on maps for the benefit of colordeficient readers, notably red/green color vision deficiency. Hashmarks, dots or other
patterns can serve the same purpose.
1

Thank you!

Geoffrey D. Smith, MA
Partners4Nature Consulting | 858.442.1425 cell
www.partners4nature.com | geoffrey@partners4nature.com
Santa Rosa, CA
BikePartners.net "Bikes that travel"
The Cozy Bicycle Bicycle B&B in the Trees Your home base in Sonoma County
Solar Sonoma County Go Solar!
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Morris, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

sweettoothdesserts cmspan.net <sweettoothdesserts@cmspan.net>
Tuesday, May 23, 2017 4:15 PM
Morris, Erin
Southeast Greenway EIR

Hello Erin,
Thank you for sending me a copy of the Preferred Alternate Plan. My husband and I just moved to
Santa Rosa- we found a nice little 1960s tract home on Albert Drive, about four houses north of the
Greenway. Before we bought the house, I researched the situation with the Hwy 12 Extension and
was very happy to find out that the Extension will not be built. A Greenway has been proposed
instead, which will offer many amenities.
But people have to park somewhere to enjoy these amenities. My husband and I are concerned that
increased traffic on Albert Drive will bring increased noise and mess. Unfortunately, vehicles leak
fluids that wash into the gutters. Would it be possible to provide a parking lot inside the Greenway
with the first residential blocks designated as "Neighborhood Parking Only"? The contaminated
rainwater could be treated as a point source, which is easier to mitigate than more dispersed sources
from the vehicles parked on Albert Drive and adjacent streets.
We look forward to enjoying the Greenway. The dog is voting for a dog park.

Elizabeth Herbert
Gary Rischke
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Morris, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Noah Housh <noahhoush@hotmail.com>
Tuesday, May 23, 2017 3:29 PM
Morris, Erin; Noah Housh
Southeast Greenway EIR Scoping Comment
Greenway Scoping Comment.pdf

Hi Erin,
Attached please find my comment letter regarding the SE Greenway EIR. Thanks for all of your work on this
project. We live close by and I have been following it rather closely and your professional guidance is much
appreciated!
On a side note, I noticed there is conflicting information identifying both today at 5:00 pm and tomorrow at
5:00 pm as the close of the scoping comment period. Based on this, I would ask that the comment period be
extended to tomorrow to accommodate folks who may be confused. Below is a link of one such example, but
I believe the City website also has conflicting info.
Anyway, I hope you are doing well. Thanks again!
Noah Housh
http://planthegreenway.com/event/environmental‐impact‐report‐notice‐of‐preparation‐nop‐comment‐
period/

Environmental Impact Report NOP Comment Period
planthegreenway.com
A Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) was released on April 24,
2017. Public agencies, organizations, and individuals ...
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May 23, 2017
Erin Morris
Planning & Economic Development Department
City of Santa Rosa
100 Santa Rosa Avenue, Room 3
Santa Rosa, CA 95404
Re: Southeast Greenway EIR NOP Comments
Dear Erin,
The Southeast Greenway Campaign Committee is pleased to submit comments for the Notice
of Preparation for the Environmental Impact Report for the Southeast Greenway General Plan
amendment and rezone. Following are the issues that we believe should be considered in the
EIR:
Traffic and Circulation: A full analysis of the vehicle-related impacts of all proposed uses in
the Greenway is extremely important because neighborhood concerns about traffic and
parking impacts have been expressed frequently in public workshops in the past year and
vehicle trips directly affect air quality, noise levels and public safety.
Traffic analysis should consider:
•
•
•
•

Reasonable ranges of future development of the recreation facilities, residential
development and commercial uses allowed by the proposed plan. Development
assumptions should be clearly stated to facilitate public review.
How non-motorized transportation on bicycle and pedestrian pathways to, through and
across the Greenway will replace and reduce vehicle trips in the area.
Changes in total vehicle miles travelled in the area.
Where the demand for visitor parking will be greatest.

Mitigation of traffic and parking impacts that should be considered in the EIR include:
•

•

Exploring possible agreements with existing institutional parking areas close to the
Greenway to meet Greenway parking needs in order to avoid using land within the
Greenway. Such areas include Montgomery High School, Beth Ami /Friedman Center,
medical offices northwest of the Hoen/Summerfield intersection, and Spring Lake
Regional Park.
Where on-street parking by Greenway users may affect parking by neighboring
residents, limiting on-street parking to resident permits.

•

Reducing home-to-school vehicle trips through Safe Routes to School, walking buses,
bicycle parking and educational programs.

Mitigation of circulation hazards on public streets should include;
•
•

Signalized crossings for pedestrians and bicycles where the main pathways cross
Hoen, Franquette, Yulupa and Summerfield. Crossings should include traffic calming
features such as islands, bulbouts, and high visibility striping, painting and textures.
Reducing the impact of new vehicle entrances on main streets by using other streets for
access where possible, integrating entrances with signalized pathway crossings, and
not allowing left turns at unsignalized intersections.

Hydrology: Due to the impermeable soils and history of flooding in the area, the analysis and
mitigation of hydrological impacts is important to many in the Greenway area. All increases in
surface runoff from development and impermeable surfaces and the capacity of drainage
systems to handle such increases thus must be analyzed fully. Mitigation considered should
include:
•
•
•
•

Permeable travel surfaces.
Retention basins and swales.
Restoring flows in creek channels.
Recharge of groundwater aquifers where possible.

AIr Quality: The analysis of adverse air quality impacts should consider the greenhouse gas
emissions of Greenway uses and total vehicle miles travelled. The mitigation analyzed must
include the positive effects on temperature and carbon dioxide sequestration of the tree
planting, habitat restoration and other vegetation in the areas designated Greenway, Open
Space, Creek Restoration, and Urban Agriculture.
Biological Resources:
•

•
•
•
•
•

The location and possible boundaries of all wetlands and riparian habitat should be
identified well enough that the proposed pathways, recreation facilities, housing, and
commercial uses can be located to avoid impacts on the wetlands and riparian habitat
to the extent feasible.
Mitigation considered for impacted or lost wetland should include wetland replacement
or restoration of other nearby sites.
The year-round marsh/wetland between Boulder Lane and Slate Drive should be
protected from runoff sediment and other effects of the pathways and surrounding uses.
Since the Greenway and the creek channels serve as wildlife habitat and movement
corridors for deer and a variety of birds and other species, the EIR should fully address
all potential impacts on wildlife in the area.
Maximizing native plantings and habitat restoration should be considered in the areas
designated Open Space, Creek Restoration and Greenway, including areas for picnics
and other public uses.
All uses should be designed to minimize the loss of wildlife habitat and facilitate the
movement of wildlife.

Public Safety:
All Greenway uses should be designed to maximize the visibility of users to other users and to
neighboring uses. The EIR should address the potential for homeless camping in the
Greenway and related needs with such mitigation as:
•
•
•
•
•

Restrooms
Trash removal
Safety patrols
Neighborhood watch groups
Emergency vehicle access

Noise: The assessment of noise impacts should consider if the existing ambient noise level
created by traffic is too high for outdoor public gatherings at the proposed Community
Gathering Area site, and, if so, consider moving that area to the west side of Franquette
Avenue.
Public Services: Analysis of the possible costs of additional public services for Greenway
use should include an assessment of the possible increases in development, property tax,
sales tax and other City revenues in the community generated by Greenway users and visitors,
particularly if higher density designations including accessory dwelling units were created in
surrounding areas using Urban 3 concepts.
Alternatives: The EIR assessment of alternative projects in the Greenway should include a
“greener” alternative with the Greenway designation replacing the proposed Mixed Use
designation on Yulupa Avenue and the Attached Housing area on Vallejo Street.
We are available to discuss our comments at any time and look forward to working with the
City on this project. Members of our group will also be submitting their comments.

Sincerely,

Bob Gaiser, Co-Chair

Morris, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Thea Hensel <theahensel@gmail.com>
Tuesday, May 23, 2017 5:32 PM
Morris, Erin
Greenway EIR NOP Comments
Feedback-EIR scoping 2017.docx; Greenway stewardship plan #2 draft.xlsx

Dear Erin,
Attached are some comments I'd like you to pass along to Placeworks.
Thank you.
Thea Hensel
CoChair, Southeast Greenway Campaign Committee
(C) 707-953-1207
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Erin Morris
Planning and Economic Development Dept.
City of Santa Rosa
100 Santa Rosa Ave., Room 3
Santa Rosa, CA. 95404
RE: Southeast Greenway EIR NOP Comments
From Thea Hensel, 1354 G Yulupa Ave, Santa Rosa, CA. 95405
I would be interested in the following items reviewed or investigated during the EIR
process:
1. Parking mitigation‐ Research best practices for shared parking between public & private
entities to reduce additional parking. This might include Friedman Center, Montgomery
High School, medical office condo owners at Hoen/Summerfield and an easement with
Sherwin‐Williams paint store to access the City property for parking.
2. Make east‐west connections by updating the SR City Bike/Ped Master Plan on Vallejo to
connect to the Joe Redota Trail and the SMART train.
3. Redesign Yulupa with traffic calming methods such as bulb outs, pedestrian refuges,
school drop off spots for commuting parents to drop kids off at school, cement overlays to
do brick texture in bike/ped lanes.
4. Investigate volunteer opportunities to assist public/private partnerships with safety,
“eyes on the greenway’, clean up and stewardship. See attached.
5. Reduce use of turf in greenway areas and public spaces by requiring the plant palette to
utilize native species planting at every opportunity to cut costs of future maintenance.
6. Change zoning on North side of Hoen to a higher density from Cypress and Summerfield
Ave.
7. Look at feasibility of Special Tax District to support the Greenway.

Stewardship and maintenance of the Southeast Greenway
Oct. 2016

DRAFT

Land use
Open Space

Oversite

Partners

activities

City Rec and Park
City Rec and Park

NB Conservation Corps
Greenway volunteers

cleaning up, weed abatement, garbage
Park a Month program

Water Agency

Regional Parks

tree triming, garbage, weed abatement

Restoration

City & County

Native Plant Society
SAY‐ N. Bay Conservation Corps

seedlings, plant identification, collaboration
weeding, tree trimming

Active Play areas

City

S. C. Trails Council
Greenway volunteers

planning, building maintenance
Park a Month program

Passive recreation areas City
County

S. C. Trails Council
Greenway volunteers
Bennet Valley Neighborhood Assoc

planning, building maintenance
Park a Month program
clean up days

Community Gardens

CAP‐ Comm. Garden network
Daily Acts
County Health
Master Gardeners

design, recruit
implement
planing, outreach
ongoing support

City

Bike Paths

City
County

S. C. Trails Council
S. C. Trails Council
SR Cycling Club
SC Bicycle Coalition
Bennet Valley Neighborhood Assoc

planning, building maintenance
planning, building maintenance
fiscal support, stewardship
Planning, advocacy
clean up days

Walking Paths

City/ County

S. C. Trails Council
Empire Runners
Bennet Valley Neighborhood Assoc

planning, building maintenance
fiscal support, stewardship
clean up days

Creeks

City of Santa Rosa

Creek stewardship program

volunteers‐ clean up, restoration, enhancement

Wetlands

City
County
SC Water Agency
City
SC Water Agency

Creek Stewardship Program

volunteers‐ clean up, restoration, enhancement

Utilities

Education

Grafitti

3 School Dist‐ BV, RV
& SR
MHS‐ Sustainability Program
5 schools in vacinity of Greenway
Center for Climate Protection‐
Montgomery HS ++
ECO2Schools
City

Transport & Public Works Dept
Volunteer squad

Community Alliance with Family Farmers (CAFF),
North Bay Children’s Center (NBCC),Community
Child Care Council of Sonoma County (4Cs).
Student community service‐clean up days
Planning and stewardship
reporting from volunteers
to be created at a later date

Morris, Erin
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Warren Wiscombe <warren.j.wiscombe@gmail.com>
Tuesday, May 23, 2017 11:24 AM
Morris, Erin
Greenway comment

To : Erin Morris
This being the last day to submit comments about the Greenway, I'd like to weigh in as a
resident since 2013. As I have learned more about Santa Rosa, I have been shocked to realize
that the city has a history of bad planning decisions, beginning with bisecting the city with Hwy
101 while other cities wisely kept 101 out of their town centers, then quadrisecting the city with
Rte 12 (the Highway to Nowhere), the further fragmentation caused by the downtown shopping
mall, and now the new square which looks desolate and overfull of parking places at the expense
of green areas. In the face of these bad planning decisions, I had begun to despair that the
Greenway would also fall victim to bad planning -- that a chance to make a kind of Central Park
for Santa Rosa would be squandered. So I make this plea to you -- please protect this land for
future generations to enjoy. It could help reverse a half century of bad planning decisions
which have left our downtown a random congeries of banks and high-rises while Healdsburg,
Sonoma, Petaluma, and even Windsor have created downtown spaces attractive to tourists and
residents alike. Please preserve our Greenway and let Santa Rosa compete favorably with these
other local cities and hold its head high rather than fall victim to a kind of congenital history of
bad planning decisions.
Warren Wiscombe
1850 Velvetleaf Ln
Santa Rosa 95404
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